
 

Glebe Community Association 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 

Tuesday, May 24th, 2016 
 

Present: 
Board Members: Christine McAllister, Sharon Chartier, Sylvie Legros, Elizabeth Ballard, Bob Brocklebank, 
Scott Burton, Dan Chook Reid, Sam Harris, Angela Keller-Herzog, Rochelle Handelman, Peter Leyser, 
Carolyn Mackenzie, Carol MacLeod, Matt Meagher, Johanna Persohn, Daphe Towers, Sarah Viehbeck. 
Others: Councillor David Chernushenko, Justin Stratton (Counsillor’s assistant), Nathan Bowers-Krisham, 
Jamie Brougham, June Creelman, Kaleb Earl, Lenore Fahrig (Environment Committee), Nicole Howell, Bill 
Nuttle, Heather Rothman, Marian Read, Joshua VanNoppen (?) 
Regrets: Cindy Delage 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
The agenda was adopted with the addition of reports from Health and Social Committee and Heritage 
Committee 
Christine McAllister/ Sharon Chartier Carried 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of April 26, 2016 were approved.  
Sylvie Legros/ Carole McLeod  Carried 
 
PRESIDENT REPORT – Christine McAllister 
 

 Floating docks for kayak launching on the canal are now ready 

 AGM on June 16th (a Thursday) – we may have a guest speaker but it’s not confirmed yet.  
Suggestions are still welcome 

 
NOMINATION COMMITTEE (Sharon Chartier) 
 

 A few spots to fill:  the key role of President, two Vice-Presidents and a rep for area 5A. 

 Sharon is prepared to remain Vice-President if there is no nominee for any of the VP seats. 
 

BY-LAW AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MANUAL (Sharon Chartier) 
 

 Since it is unknown when the province will revamp regulations for not-for-profit organizations, 
some change were required to both the By-Law and the Board of Directors’ manual.  As 
explained, they looked like ‘we are still in the 60s’. 



 All references to prepaid mails and telephone calls to advise of meeting or communicate 
amongst directors have been changed to e-mails and website consultation. 

 Number of directors has been changed from 40 to ‘up to 40’.  We never had that many 
directors. 

 GCA wants to get away from e-votes as emails are ineffective in having a good discussion before 
a motion is voted.  The executive committee is proposing that issues requiring immediate 
attention will be voted by the executive committee on behalf of the Board.  To be passed, an e-
vote will require 6 out of 7 votes counting the Chair of the committee submitting the motion.  
This is deemed to be a robust representation of the Board. 

 There were some concerns raised.  One asked that the executive committee provides a full 
account of all deliberations that took place on each motion and that rejected motions be 
reported to the Board with explanation for the rejection.  Overall, directors were ok with the 
new procedure. 

 
ISSUES FROM COMMUNITY 
 
None. 
 
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – David Chernushenko 
 

 Following the incident at the 667 Bank Street, the City is implementing a new process to protect 
urban trees from being cut or damaged without proper approval.  A proponent will now be 
required to identify all trees on the property before a permit is issued for cutting or pruning.  
One director asked if trees on adjacent properties are covered, which apparently are not, and 
noted that trees can still be destroyed even if they are not on the property. 

 There will be two additional crossings on Queen Elizabeth Driveway before 2017.  Exact 
locations are not yet known. 

 There have been two firework shows at Lansdowne over the last two weeks which triggered one 
complaint for noise and four to five complaints about falling pieces on nearby properties.  The 
latter is more concerning and will be investigated.  The Councillor asked for feedback on the 
practice of having fireworks at Lansdowne. 

 667 Bank Street redevelopment: project to go to Heritage Sub-Committee.  The Councillor 
doesn’t support the additional storys of the building. 

 The Health and Social Committee Chair asked about the impact the Ottawa new policing model 
will have on community police liaison as there are concerns that this will no longer exist.  The 
Councillor will get more information on the issue 

 
 
MOTIONS 

Motion 1 – Tenant Committee Mandate (Dan Chook Reid):    

Be it resolved that the GCA adopt the following mandate for the Tenants' Committee: 

The GCA Tenant’s Committee seeks to represent and engage tenants within the Glebe neighbourhood 

and increase their involvement throughout every level of the GCA. In addition, the Tenant’s Committee 



seeks to provide resources to tenants regarding tenancy and promote a liveable, sustainable 

neighbourhood for tenants of all social and economic demographics.  

 Dan Chook Reid / Rochelle Handelman  Carried 

The discussion around the motion results to some changes to the mandate as shown in bold. 
 

Motion 2 – Traffic Committee Mandate (Matthew Meagher) 

Be it resolved that the GCA adopt the following mandate for the Traffic Committee: 

Role 

The Traffic Committee advises the GCA board on issues related to traffic and transportation in the 
Glebe.  

Mandate 

The mandate of the Traffic Committee is to: 

· Work to improve safety for all users of streets, sidewalks and pathways in the Glebe. 

· Promote mobility choices for Glebe residents with an emphasis on transit and active 

transportation. 

· Act in furtherance of the principle that most traffic flowing through the Glebe should be 

directed to arterial roads, with the objective of reducing the impact on vulnerable road users 

and the community as a whole. 

· Provide information to members of the community to facilitate the development of informed 

opinions on issues impacting pedestrians, cyclists, transit users and drivers. 

· Solicit and accept input on transportation-related issues that have an impact on the Glebe.  

· Work proactively with residents and other stakeholders to gather input and develop 

community supported positions on issues within the Committee’s mandate. 

· Develop and recommend policy positions to the GCA board on transportation issues. 

· Engage with the City, Province and Federal Agencies to obtain information and to promote 

positions that have significant support amongst stakeholders in the Glebe. 

            · Review and propose updates to the Glebe traffic plan and other formal planning documents. 

 

Matthew Meagher / Carolyn Mackenzie  Carried 

There was some questions on whether the Committee name should include ‘Transportation’.  It’s a 

project for next years. 

 

 



Motion 3 – Letter to Mayor – Fossil Fuel Divestment (Angela Keller-Herzog) 

Whereas, 

 City of Ottawa has passed recent climate change resolutions to reduce carbon emissions, 

maintained by FossilFreeIndexes.com, 

s consistent with other climate change actions aimed at shifting the energy base 

of our economy off fossil fuels and onto renewable energy, 

 

her organizations, including many cities, have committed to fossil fuel divestment as part of 

their climate strategy, and 

ental responsibility, 

therefore 

Be it resolved that the GCA will send the following letter to Mayor Watson and Councillor Chernushenko: 

Jim Watson, Mayor and Chair of the Finance and Economic Development Committee David 

Chernushenko, Chair of the Environment Committee 

Dear Mayor Watson and Councillor Chernushenko, 

On behalf of the Glebe Community Association, we are writing to request that the City sell off (divest) its 

Endowment Fund investments in major fossil fuel companies, as defined by FossilFreeIndexes.com. 

Where possible, these should be re-invested in Canadian renewable energy companies.  

We applaud the City for recently passing motions on climate change action, including a decision by 

Mayor Watson to join the ``Compact of Mayors``.  Divestment of the City’ Endowment Fund of its fossil 

fuel holdings is consistent with the direction the City is taking on climate change action. 

We understand that only about 4% of the Endowment Fund is currently invested in fossil fuel companies 

on the FossilFreeIndexes list.  Therefore, divestment by the City will be primarily a symbolic act.  

However, given that Ottawa is the nation’ capital, we believe it will make a very powerful statement 

confirming the City’ support of strong action on climate change by all levels of government.  

We are including with this letter a background document in support of our request, prepared by the 

Environment Committee of the Glebe Community Association. 

We look forward to a positive response. 

Yours sincerely 

Christine McAllister                                                                                        Angela Keller-Herzog 

GCA President GCA                                                                                 Environment Committee Co-Chair 

 

Angela Keller-Herzog / Carol MacLeod  Carried 

The motion was passed with some minor points on the letter. 



Motion 4 – Follow up activities- Fossil Fuel Divestment (Angela Keller-Herzog) 

Whereas, 

 

divest its Endowment Fund of fossil fuel extraction companies on the FossilFreeIndexes.com list, and 

 

‘CAFES’ (Community Associations for Environmental Sustainability), FCA (Federation of Citizens 

Associations), Greenspace Alliance, and individual contacts, therefore 

Be it resolved that the GCA Environment Committee to engage with other community associations in the 

City, on the issue of fossil fuel divestment of the City’s Endowment Fund. 

Angela Keller-Herzog / Elizabeth Ballard  Carried 

The motion was passed with little discussion as it was seen as an extension of motion 3. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Health and Social Committee (Sarah Viehbeck) 
 

 Community policing is at risk in the new policing model developed by Ottawa Police Service.  
The Committee is debating on some appropriate actions to take.  There is a survey on the 
proposed changes that can be completed before June 10th deadline for consultation.  Sarah will 
ensure the survey is distributed to members 

 GNAC – the group passed a motion on mobilizing resources and allocate additional funds for the 
refugee program.  They are in the process of staffing to get the programs running by established 
deadlines 

 Safe injection sites – Sarah is asking feedback from members on this issue as this can be a highly 
divisive topic.  Members are invited to share their thoughts so the Committee can take a more 
representative position on the issue.  One question was about the location of the site which is 
unknown at this point. 

 Rink – the Committee wants the City to re-visit the possibility of a more central site for the rink.  
Although Sylvia Holden Park is an option, this is not the best solution due to its location (not 
central) and the area being already busy with activities at Lansdowne’s. 
 

Heritage Committee (Johanna Persohn) 
 

 The redevelopment at 667 Bank Street is very complex and involves Parks, Environment, 
Planning and Heritage Committees. 

 The developer is presenting a new proposal however, it is felt that the issues that were 
submitted by the Heritage Committee in its original letter remain the same. 

 There was a lot of discussion about the trees incident and the fate of the elm tree but it was 
decided that this issue should be handled through the letter Carol MacLeod (Environment Chair) 
is writing. 



 There is nothing new to submit that is not part of the Heritage Committee’s letter to the City so 
no motion will be required. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Angela Keller Herzog noted that the Glebe is on Algonquin territory.  She proposed the idea that 
the GCA learn more about it and perhaps put it on the agenda as a possible educational activity. 

 The FCA AGM is on June 7th at City Hall.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. (Christine McAllister / Sharon Chartier).  Carried 
 
 

 
 

ANNEXES (4 annexes) 
 

Annex 1- GCA Environment Committee - Report 2016 05 19 

Over the past month the following issues were pursued by members of the GCA Environment Cttee:  

-Preparations for environmental stewardship of Great Glebe Garage Sale 

- Responsible disposal info appeared in May Glebe Report 

- Coordination &amp; planning with Ecology Ottawa, TWIGs, Helping with Furniture, Furniture Bank, 

UofO Free Store. 

Trees & Greenspace 

- Participated in 2016 05 18 city interim consultations for Urban Forest Management Plan on behalf of 

Urban Core Community Associations. Release of the draft plan is expected for late summer with Phase 2 

Consultations in the fall. 

- Met with Andrew Peck/BIA re gardening boxes and Bank St. landscaping. BIA is no longer doing tulip 

boxes, but will be getting 120 hanging boxes. Garden Angels team to coordinate with BIA around care of 

various locations. BIA may be able to help with some funds for soil replenishment and plantings. 

- Drafted letter to Mayor re heritage elm damage caused by Forestry Department. 

Energy & Climate Change 

- Participated in 2016 04 28 Government of Canada Climate Change Consultation 

- Fossil Fuel Divestment: Revised background paper in response to feedback and prepared GCA motion. 

 



 

Annex 2 - Planning Committee (not a formal report from the committee) 

The following email was received from the City during the month regarding the project at 667 Bank 

Street (La Strata parking lot) 

Good Afternoon, 

The City has received revised plans, an updated Cultural Heritage Impact Statement and an arborist’s 

report regarding the potential impacts on the elm tree in the Exploration Garden. Please find the 

plans attached to this email.  The main change to the plans is that the building has been cut back at 

the third, fourth and fifth floors by 3.2m in the northeast corner to accommodate the elm tree. A 

report prepared by a professional forester indicates that this change in the plans will prevent 

damage to the tree. The applicant has supplied a cross section plan that illustrates the adjustments 

to the building to preserve the tree which I have attached to this email.  

As mentioned before, a site plan application and minor variances are also required. The required 

variances are: 

        Increased height from 15 m to 17.01 m 

        Reduced setback along Clemow Avenue of 0 m where 3 m is required 

        Reduced easterly setback of 0.3 m where 7.5 m is required for the first to third storeys and 4.5m 

where 7.5m is required for the second to fifth storey.  

The other planning applications have not yet been received.  A report regarding this application 

under the Ontario Heritage Act will be forwarded to the Built Heritage Sub-committee, Planning 

Committee and City Council. The dates are as follows: 

Built Heritage Sub-Committee: June 9 

Planning Committee: June 28 

City Council: July 13 

If you would like to provide comments for inclusion in the staff report, please forward them to me by 

Tuesday, May 24. I understand this is a short timeline, so if you cannot provide comments by this 

date, I can circulate them directly to the BHSC in advance of the meeting. Unfortunately the 

statutory timelines under the Ontario Heritage Act are very short. I will be  be sending a letter to 

property owners within 30 m of the property later this week.  

Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions regarding the revisions to the proposal or 

the heritage application process in general.  



Annex 3 - Nomination Committee (Sharon Chartier) 

Below is the slate of nominees to date: 

 



 

 

Annex 4 - E-MOTIONS DURING THE MONTH (for information only) 

The following e-motion was passed during the month 

Whereas traffic speeds on residential streets are a concern to all residents of the Glebe, the GCA publicly 

supports the motion before the City of Ottawa Transportation Committee asking that the City request 

that the provincial government grant the City the power to deploy photo radar and other technologies as 

an additional tool for enforcing speed limits. 

 
 


