
 

June 27, 2019 
 
Dear Mr. Carson (Mike): 
 
It’s the end of the school year and we hope that it was a good one for you and colleagues at the 
OCDSB.  
 
Thank you, once again, for your participation at our May 15th public meeting regarding the rink at 
Mutchmor School. We appreciated your remarks, description of process, and your willingness to 
engage with and hear from the community.  
 
As you know, the Glebe Community Association (GCA) is a volunteer, non-profit, membership-based 
and City-recognized organization advocating for a liveable, sustainable, diverse urban 
neighbourhood. The GCA informs, consults and engages with residents and other groups in the 
Glebe on issues of importance and promotes the interests of our community with all levels of 
government and other organizations. To this end, the public meeting was one in a long line of 
efforts we have undertaken over the last 5 years since we’ve been seeking a long-term solution for 
the displaced Mutchmor rink. It provided the first opportunity for all stakeholders – the OCDSB, 
City, City Councillor, GCA, the Glebe Neighbourhood Activities Group, and the community – to 
exchange perspectives.  
 
In advance of the meeting and at the meeting, we heard your concerns regarding yard space, 
safety, and supervision. Based on the considerable work on this file, it is our understanding that the 
City has provided the OCDSB with a proposal that addresses the space and safety concerns, 
including changing the rink’s orientation, reducing its size, and providing a POD as opposed to a 
raised trailer for changing facilities. We also understand that the City has also offered some 
assurances regarding a commitment to monitoring field conditions after the rink’s installation. You 
were also rightly concerned about the perspective of the immediate neighbours – many of whom 
attended the consultation and vocalized full support for the return of the rink to Mutchmor, as did 
many Mutchmor parents and even a student. With regards to supervision and programming, the 
meeting also provided an opportunity for you to hear from the Executive Director of the Glebe 
Neighbourhood Activities Group, whom offered assurance of programming and rink operations.  
 
As we heard at the meeting, there is not another suitable location in the Glebe for a community 
rink. The peripheral locations that could possibly be considered are without the necessary 
infrastructure or the community support, making them lack feasibility. We also heard from many 
individuals whom shared happy memories – some over generations – of what the Mutchmor rink 
had meant to them and to their physical activity. This perspective is that it’s not just “any place”, 
but rather this historical place at Mutchmor that has special significance.  
 
A school and school yard is certainly meant to meet the needs of the students and teachers that use 
it every day. They are also important community gathering spaces and, in the case of Mutchmor, 



often the heart of communities. We sincerely hope that your deliberations about the Mutchmor 
rink will benefit from having heard from the community and also from the solution-orientation to 
community partners at the City of Ottawa and the Glebe Neighbourhood Activities Group. The GCA 
remains committed to this process and would be pleased to represent the community voice at any 
future decision-making discussions on this matter.  
 
With thanks and kind regards, 
 
Sarah Viehbeck 
GCA President 
 
cc. Shawn Menard, City Councillor, Capital Ward 
Lyra Evans, OCDSB Trustee 
Dan Chenier, City of Ottawa, Parks 
Mary Tsai, Executive Director, Glebe Neighbourhood Activities Group 
Dan Chook-Reid, Chair, GCA Health, Housing and Social Services Committee 
Sam Harris, Chair, GC Education Committee 


