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Key Recommendations 

• The Panel stated that this Event Centre is an investment in the future of the 

city and in the image of the Capital. The Panel clearly understands the value 

and importance of this building at Lansdowne and advises that it should be a 

very special place within the city with exemplary design and event spaces. 

• The Panel recognizes the expertise of the architect in this building type. 

• The Panel strongly emphasizes that the landscape of the existing park and 

public space is the result of an international design competition and was 

awarded a CSLA Award of Excellence for its design. As such, integrating this 

new Event Centre building into the existing award-winning landscape scheme 

should be paramount. Very sensitive integration is needed. The form and 

shape of the Great Lawn should be very carefully studied, and the Event 

Centre should in no way detract from the award-winning design concept. 

Additionally, the location of the building along a UNESCO World Heritage site 

(The Rideau Canal) exemplifies the importance of this project to Ottawa’s 

heritage and future. Any changes to the existing landscape must be done with 

extreme sensitivity to these realities of the site. 

• The Panel has serious concerns with the prospects of an award-winning park 

design being reconfigured for vehicular access. The amount of park space 
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being dedicated to vehicular circulation is problematic and should be 

reconsidered. Any form of drop-off other than Para-Transpo should occur 

back at the street (Exhibition Way), and Para Transpo should be the only 

vehicle that approaches the door/drop-off area. 

• The Panel recommends exploring more of an orthogonal geometry to the 

north edge of the Event Centre that responds to the existing award-winning 

landscape design and surrounding orthogonal built form. The Panel equally 

recommends the landscape of the plaza gathering space between Aberdeen 

Pavilion and the proposed Event Centre be consistent with the existing 

orthogonal design language. 

• The Panel recommends opening up the northwest corner of the Event Centre 

onto the plaza and park space for further animation of the park and Aberdeen 

Pavilion. 

• The Panel recommends exploring elevated materials that are sustainable, 

durable, and contextually sensitive to the surrounding area. 

 

Site Design & Public Realm 

• The Panel has serious concerns with the circulation around the site as it is 

currently proposed, particularly through the pinch-point leading to Exhibition 

Way. If Para-Transpo access through this pinch-point is required at-grade to 

meet accessibility standards (and cannot be accommodated in any other 

manner), the Panel recommends the entire at-grade area be designed as a 

pedestrianized woonerf and the raised planters/greenery between the 

vehicular and pedestrian accesses be relocated away from the main access 

route to increase the aperture through the pinch-point as much as possible. 

o Consider shifting the Para-Transpo access and the raised planters 

which segregate the vehicular and pedestrian accesses further to the 

west/south (as far away from the pinch-point as possible), or remove 

them entirely, to provide greater breathing room to the pedestrian 

entrance of the Event Centre. 

• The Panel suggests that the curvilinear landscape language proposed 

deviates from the existing orthogonal relationship of the landscape and 

buildings throughout Lansdowne Park, and recommends incorporating an 

orthogonal component to the north side of the Event Centre building. Explore 

how the northern edge of the Event Centre can best tie-in, compliment and 

complete the plaza area between it and the Aberdeen Pavilion. As an 

example, the Cleveland Cavaliers stadium (Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse) 

comes to mind. While its overall building form relates to the stadium function, 
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the base building has a strong at-grade relationship that fosters animation 

and responds to the surrounding street grid. 

• The Panel recommends protecting and maintaining the existing landscaped 

border surrounding Aberdeen Pavilion on all sides, including at the southwest 

corner of Aberdeen Pavilion by the pinch-point, where the proposal seems to 

deviate from the existing landscape treatment. This landscaped edge of 

Aberdeen Pavilion is instrumental in framing the heritage building and 

embellishing its prominence on the Exhibition grounds. 

• The Panel has concerns with the landscaping walls proposed not being 

compatible with the existing landscape language, for which the site has 

previously received a CSLA Award of Excellence. The Panel recommends 

retaining as much of the existing landscape design/language as possible and 

ensuring compatibility with the award-winning landscape design wherever 

landscape improvements are necessary for the Event Centre. 

• The Panel is discouraged to see a significant reduction to the berm when the 

original intent was to berm along the entire eastern edge of the Event Centre. 

The Panel recommends reconsidering this approach and providing a greater 

landscaping effort along the eastern edge of the building with a slightly more 

dramatic bermed landscape. 

• The Panel has concerns with the lack of a planted green roof element on the 

Event Centre roof, as it was originally conceived, both from a sustainability 

and a visual aesthetic standpoint. The Event Centre’s roof is its largest 

surface and will be a 5th façade that is looked down upon by all those residing 

in the future towers as well as those at the stadium for an event. More 

creativity and thought are needed in the roof design. An extensively planted 

green roof would be optimal; however, an artistic cultural component and 

sustainable design element should be the minimum requirement. 

• The Panel has major concerns with the proponent’s concept for a communal 

gathering point located directly adjacent to a circulation pinch-point with a 

loading and servicing ramp. The amount of loading and servicing going 

through that area presents a major conflict and contradiction with the 

proposed idea of a gathering point in that area. 

• The Panel has concerns with the limited/restricted use pathway(s) being an 

asphalt surface. Surface material for the limited/restricted use pathway(s) 

should be aiming much higher than asphalt. These pathways, particularly the 

ring around the Great Lawn, present an interface between different pedestrian 

areas. While it is understood that these surfaces need to be drivable for 

certain events, the Panel recommends exploring pervious materials for these 

pathways. 
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• The Panel strongly recommends providing greater access to the building from 

all sides, especially for pedestrians. The proposal currently focuses on one 

main building access on the north, while the Canal and Great Lawn accesses 

are treated as secondary entry points. The Panel recommends augmenting 

those pedestrian entry points, which could help to alleviate some of the 

pedestrian circulation concerns. 

• The Panel recommends treating the plaza landscape between the Event 

Centre and Aberdeen Pavilion with more respect for the existing and award-

winning landscape design, rather than presenting a new language of rounded 

shapes. Consider reworking the oval raised-podium element to tie-in with the 

existing design language and the heritage of the Aberdeen Pavilion. 

• The Panel recommends investigating any other potential access points for the 

loading and servicing ramp, as the proposed location for the ramp is not ideal. 

The Panel has concerns that this proposed location of the servicing ramp 

adds significant complexity to the site that seems unnecessary. Are there 

possibilities to have servicing access from within the future building podium or 

from the west side beneath the stadium stands? This would be much better 

both from an urban design perspective and functionally as well. 

• The Panel recommends the views from the Great Lawn toward the Event 

Centre and Aberdeen Pavilion need to be better framed, with a focus on the 

3-dimensionality of the space. There should be an innate sense of place and 

arrival in these important civic public spaces that are framed by the buildings 

and landscape. 

• The Panel recommends further studying the interface between the stadium 

(TD Place) and the proposed Event Centre, and exploring options to enhance 

these spaces, especially on the north and south sides. 

 

Sustainability 

• Given that the Event Centre is a very large building with a large footprint, the 

Panel recommends further investigating sustainable energy solutions, such 

as photovoltaic options, that could support the site’s climate and resiliency 

goals while providing viable long-term operational and financial sustainability. 

• The Panel suggests the planted green roof originally proposed gave the 

Event Centre a unique presence and a signature sustainable feature. Now, 

with the planted green roof removed, the presence of a unique feature is lost. 

As such, the Panel urges the proponents to consider how the roof can 

recapture an important role as a feature of the Event Centre, with a 

distinguished expression—whether planted green roof or otherwise. 
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o Additionally, consider the opportunity for more of an indoor-outdoor 

relationship at higher levels (e.g., level 3 and perhaps rooftop). The 

Panel recommends the building bring an aspect of elevated design and 

‘feature’ to Lansdowne in some way. 

• The Panel has concerns with the lack of comprehensive stormwater 

management system in the sustainability statement, and recommends re-

introducing a planted green roof or “blue green” roof, with a more 

comprehensive view about water management in general. A Panel member 

recommends exploring the Corktown Common stormwater management 

project in Toronto’s West Don Lands as an example of stormwater 

management that could work well in the Lansdowne context, in combination 

with the berming. 

 

Built Form & Architecture 

• The Panel appreciates that the Event Centre forms an edge to both the 

stadium (TD Place) and the Great Lawn. 

• The Panel appreciates how the building is framing the eastern edge of the 

stadium and will provide overlook spaces to be used during sporting events. 

• The Panel keenly anticipates seeing further development of the elevations 

and materiality, especially regarding the concept of an Indigenous cultural 

feature to the façade design. 

• Being adjacent to a UNESCO World Heritage site, the Panel believes that this 

proposal needs to ensure strong attention to details and be of an elevated 

caliber. The materiality and architectural details of the building and landscape 

need to thoughtfully enhance the surrounding context. 

• With the Event Centre rising further out of the landscape than originally 

conceived, the Panel expressed that the building now becomes more of a 

pavilion that is separate from the Great Lawn, which puts more pressure on 

the design of the building, material selection, and architectural 

expression/details. 

• The Panel appreciates the four glazed opening areas of the Event Centre and 

the views they could potentially provide to and from the venue. 

• The Panel is discouraged to see the planted green roof of the original 

proposal removed, and suggests the Event Centre roof needs to at least have 

a green planted edge on the eastern side facing the berm/park. The sheared 

edge on the west side can be carried around, and the mechanical equipment 

at the north and south edges needs to be enclosed to mitigate noise and 

visual effects on the public realm and park space. 
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• The Panel would have appreciated seeing studied options for the Event 

Centre’s elevations. Elevation options should be very present in the future 

view analysis. 

• The Panel recommends taking design cues from the wooden screen along 

the south stands of the stadium (TD Place), and extending it into the Event 

Centre design, maybe not literally, but a similar rhythm or abstract 

continuation of it to help tie the Event Centre into the existing stadium fabric 

and landscape. 

• The Panel suggests having an accessible stadium loggia, or large porch area, 

that speaks to the civic nature of this project and interacts with the major 

social areas in the building (levels 2 and 3). Consider having an open-air 

loggia which invites the public in and supports the civic quality of the Event 

Centre, providing opportunities to both look into the building and look out at 

the Great Lawn, plaza gathering space, and Aberdeen Pavilion. 

• The Panel has concerns with the treatment of the Event Centre’s northeast 

corner as an opaque wall with a series of internal washrooms and concession 

stands. While the Panel understands the importance of those functions to the 

building, it is recommended that the exterior elevation along this section of the 

building be improved to have a stronger co-relationship with the Aberdeen 

Pavilion and public plaza landscape. The proposed concept of an Indigenous 

graphic representation would be good with the requisite consultation. If not 

possible, then explore other ways of animating this section of the elevation. 

• The Panel recommends pushing the architectural expression of the Event 

Centre further, with a focus on vertical elements and a sense of rhythm. The 

presence of wood elements, similarly to the south stands, could bring a 

softened façade and more sustainable perception to the building. 


