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GCA Board of Directors
Tuesday May 26, 2026 – Glebe Community Centre

DRAFT Minutes

Chair:  June Creelman GCA Vice President
Secretary and Timekeeper:  Janet Sutherland

Participating Board members: Elizabeth Ballard, Bob Brocklebank, June Creelman, Rochelle Handelman, David Kelly, Deborah Long, Carol MacLeod, Angus McCabe, Genevieve McInnes, Jenny Pepall, Brenda Perras, Janet Sutherland, Della Wilkinson, Judy Wilson, Sam Woods, Catherine Waters, Meghan Watkinson.
Regrets: Martha Bowers, John Crump, Maggie Gorman Velez, Vaughn Guy, Ryan Hampel, Carolyn Mackenzie, Edward Ocampo-Gooding, Johanna Persohn, Sheila Petzold, Laura Smith, David Wright.
Representative from office of Councillor Menard:  Hannah Tellier
Members of the community:  Paul Beckwith, Ian Ferguson, Dany Handelman,  Naomi Hart, Josh Rachlis (Old Ottawa East), Yashaswi Thapa.
1. Welcome and Call to Order – Vice President June Creelman called the meeting to order, welcomed all attendees and acknowledged that the meeting was taking place on the unceded territory of the Algonquin-Anishinaabe peoples.  A quorum of Board members was established (12). 

2. Consent Agenda – The agenda was approved by consensus as presented. The minutes of April 28, 2026 were approved by consensus.
3. City Councillor Report / Update from Shawn Menard’s Office
The Councillor’s representative Hannah Tellier provided updates on developments in the ward.  Her full report is appended to the minutes.  In the subsequent discussion period, a number of points were raised for consideration by the Councillor’s office:
· Noise complaints – What is being done to manage violations of noise bylaw?  Hannah noted that the Councillor’s office is working on alignment of the City’s noise bylaws with the higher standards of the province
·  Fifth Avenue Tot Lot timing of completion:  it should be done by mid-summer. 
Hannah noted issues for future follow up and was thanked for her comprehensive report and participation in the meeting. 
4. Committee Reports and Motions
Great Glebe Garage Sale Debrief - Committee Chair Sam Woods provided a report on the GGGS held on Saturday May 23rd, 2026.  Sam was thanked by the Chair for all of his work on logistics and traffic and he in turn thanked the Councillor’s office for all of their support during the lead-up to the Sale. He noted that there was generally positive feedback from the community on the road closures and parking restrictions (which was not anticipated). There had been no consultation with the GCA until the GCA put out a media release expressing concerns about the lack of communication.  On the day of the Sale, Sam and June did a walk-about with a representative of the City’s Traffic Management Committee and had constructive discussions about future planning. Street closures resulted in the Glebe parking garage sitting empty. A more prominent place on Bank Street or at the community centre for the Ottawa Food Bank will be an objective for next year. There were issues created by vendors selling on public property which is of concern to the city. Further consultation with the BIA and the City will facilitate planning for GGGS 2027. 
Membership – Catherine Waters, Interim Committee Chair, reported that the membership campaign was well underway. It started later than anticipated due to the formulation of the member lists.  She met with Area Reps individually to deliver their packages.  The campaign will go into the month of June in order to be completed. She noted that there were fewer Block Reps involved which could affect collection of membership fees. Anecdotally, it appears more people are joining online.  It was suggested that Board members add a link to the online membership webpage in their email signatures.  
Transportation – June Creelman provided some updates on the areas of traffic concern in the neighbourhood due to construction or QED closures. A meeting with the NCC is being facilitated by the Councillor’s office re: schedule of QED closures to mitigate negative traffic impacts on Glebe streets.  
Following the discussion on the previous month’s proposal from Abbotsford Senior’s Centre Member Council, June presented the following motion from the Transportation Committee:
Whereas the block of Monk Street between Wilton Crescent and Holmwood Avenue hosts a disproportionately high population of older adults due to the presence of three senior-oriented facilities: The Glebe Centre, Abbotsford House and the Lord Lansdowne;

Whereas some older adults have mobility limitations or require assistance to enter and leave the seniors facilities on Monk Street;

Whereas the Abbotsford Members Council at Abbotsford Seniors Centre has asked the GCA to support their efforts to obtain parking and drop-off zones on the east side of Monk Street to assist their members and clients;

Whereas Monk Street is part of the City of Ottawa’s designated cycling routes with bicycle lanes planned on both sides of the street between Wilton Crescent and Fifth Avenues; 

Whereas the Glebe Community Association has long supported improved active transportation infrastructure in the Glebe as outlined in the GCA’s Active Transportation Study;

Whereas the City of Ottawa is poised to undertake a new study of north-south cycling routes in the Glebe as a recommendation flowing from the Bank Street Active Transportation and Transit Priority Feasibility Study and the need for this study was endorsed by the GCA;

Whereas it is premature to consider adding  parking to  Monk Street south of Holmwood until plans for cycling infrastructure are finalized; 

Whereas the Committee believes that short-term (up-to-20 minute) drop-off/loading zones could meet the specific needs of the older adult population since some members and clients at Abbotsford Seniors Centre and the Glebe Centre need to be driven and accompanied inside;

Whereas even though no-stopping zones permit cars with accessible parking permits to stop and park in no-stopping zones, many drivers supporting older adults do not have such permits;

Therefore be it resolved that the GCA ask the City of Ottawa to investigate whether short-term drop-off/loading zones could be created in the vicinity of Abbotsford House while maintaining effective cycling infrastructure.
Moved/seconded (June Creelman/Rochelle Handelman).  CARRIED (2 abstentions).
Governance - Committee Chair Genevieve McInnes presented the following motions to update the GCA bylaws:
1) Be it resolved that Article 3.2 of By-Law No.1, the Glebe community Association’s bylaw relating generally to the conduct of its affairs, be amended to reflect that the annual term of membership is May 1st in each year, and ending on April 30th in the next year.
2) Be it resolved that Article 5.2 (of same By-Law No.1 as set out above) be amended such that the qualifications for Directors include a requirement that a Director shall reside within the “Glebe area,” as defined at Article 1.1 of these by-laws.
3) Be it resolved that the Board of Directors amend the By-laws as suggested above, and the proposed amendments be confirmed by the Members by Special Resolution, at the next Meeting of Members.
Moved/seconded (Genevieve McInnes/Jenny Pepall. CARRIED.
5. Nominations and AGM Planning– June Creelman indicated that it was time to appoint a Nominating Committee to recruit Board members for 2026-27.  She noted the current vacancies (Membership and Transportation) as well as John Crump’s forthcoming completion of his 3-year term.  She proposed the following motion:
That the GCA created a Nominations Committee consisting of June Creelman, Genevieve McInnes, Angus McCabe and Janet Sutherland to fill forthcoming vacancies on the Board of Directors.
Moved/seconded (June Creelman/Rochelle Handelman). CARRIED.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) has been scheduled for Thursday September 17th, 2026 and will be held in Scotton Hall at the Glebe Community Centre.  Catherine Waters volunteered to consult on suggestions for a guest speaker. 
June then put forward the following motion to secure a budget for the Annual General Meeting (AGM):
That the GCA budget up to $400 for the Annual General Meeting ($250 for refreshments, $50 for liquor license and $200 for room rental and printing).
Moved/seconded (June Crreelman/Brenda Perras). CARRIED.
6. Other Business – June Creelman highlighted the upcoming municipal elections in the fall and preliminary discussions with neighbouring community associations to co-organize candidates’ debates.  She noted the importance of the GCA in facilitating citizen engagement. 
7.  Issues from the Community – No issues were raised from the floor.
Next Meeting -The next meeting will be held in person at the Glebe Community Centre on Tuesday, June 23rd, 2026.
Adjournment - On a motion Johanna Persohn, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Appended:  Report from the Councillor’s Office


Office of Councillor Shawn Menard  - Update to GCA | May 26, 2026 | 7-9pm
Parks

Glebe Memorial Park expansion
· We continue to work with staff to push ahead the Glebe Memorial Park expansion.
· Shawn, Jonathan, and I are meeting with staff this week to discuss the path forward and
next steps for ensuring tight collaboration with the MTO. We’ll stay in touch with the results of that meeting.
Brown’s Inlet
· At the end of April, we received report from a resident that a pipe joint in Brown’s Inlet had been damaged, leading to what appeared to be a crack in the insulation around the pipe. Luckily, the pipe itself was not damaged, and no sewage leaked into the inlet.
· An interim repair was completed at the beginning of May by putting a weight on top of the pipe at the ballasts.
· In the fall, when the water level is down, staff will complete the permanent repair, most likely by putting strapping at the ballasts and adding anchors to it.
· The NCC has been informed and will provide an emergency work permit to facilitate access.
· We will hear more about the repair closer to the fall when the work is scheduled.
Installations and Exploration Gardens
· Ariela remains in touch with staff to push ahead with the new CILP installations and to advance the revitalization of Exploration Gardens.

Construction / traffic

Great Glebe Garage Sale
· Congratulations on a very successful Great Glebe Garage Sale this Saturday! It was an
wonderful event, as always, and the turnout was incredible! Our office was at the corner of Glebe Ave and Lyon where we enjoyed tabling and speaking with residents. Thank you for your patience with the traffic and parking measures. This year was a difficult one and having your feedback and support was extremely helpful for Shawn to be able to communicate with staff and resolve issues as they arose.
· We have communicated with staff the importance of working directly with the GCA
going forward and will push to make sure that’s the case in future years. To start, we have asked staff to plan a debrief meeting where the GCA, our office, and traffic/events staff will have the chance to review this year’s experience in order to improve for 2027.

Abbotsford House loading zone
· At the end of April, Shawn, Jonathan, city staff, Glebe Centre and Abbotsford House staff, and GCA members Bob Brocklebank and Elizabeth Ballard met on-site to discuss the need for loading zones to accommodate folks being dropped off and brought into Abbotsford House to enjoy activities.
· Staff were considering making the stretch of Monk St in front of Abbotsford House a no
parking zone, which would make it a defacto loading zone. However, we let them know
that loading zones with signage would be more appropriate for the usage, the time
period needed, and we have asked them to pursue this approach.
· Staff took measurements to see what is possible, given the space. We are waiting to
hear back on their assessment and will push for loading zones.
· As a result, the Northbound bike lane on Monk St will be removed and the Southbound
lane will remain. The loss of the bike lane should be offset by the approval of a bike lane
in front of Bank St in front of Lansdowne.

Clemow noise

· As you know, KTS has installed the Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) to help with noise
mitigation. Bylaw will test the new noise levels as soon as the weather is warm enough
to turn the A/C system up to 100%—judging by today, that should happen soon, if it
hasn’t already! We had expected it to be last month, but the weather had just not been
hot enough yet.
· The Planning department is awaiting the resulting Stationary Noise Assessment. KTS’s
six figure security deposit will not be returned until this and all other conditions of
approval are met to finalize the file.
· We remain concerned that the changes will not be sufficient to mitigate the noise. We
have asked that Bylaw share the noise readings with us as soon as they’re available; if
the improvements aren’t sufficient and we’re not seeing a meaningful reduction in the
noise, we will push for further measures.

Misc.

Bank and Chamberlain
· The staff report on the land pertaining to the Bank and Chamberlain project with CCOC is now publicly available. It is under item 7.1 on the June 2 Finance Committee agenda. The report is going to Finance Committee on June 2 and Council on June 10 and will approve the transfers of lands for the development to CCOC. 
· If you wish to delegate at Finance committee, please feel free to sign up by contacting the Committee Coordinator Melinda Aston at melinda.aston@ottawa.ca. Otherwise, CCOC is currently working on getting pre-development funding. Assuming no delays, we expect that design, zoning, and planning will take about a year, with construction forecast to begin in the second half of 2027.
· At this point, the plan forecasts 83 units (11 suites, 48 one-bedroom units, 18 two-bedroom, 6 three-bedroom), with some changes likely to come to two- and three-bedroom counts depending on whether hydro lines can be buried.
· We also expect there to be two units of commercial space on the ground floor, which will be privately owned and leased by businesses. The remainder of the building will be owned by CCOC.

Upcoming events
· This Sunday, from 12-2pm, we will celebrate the newly completed Heron Park Community Building. Please come join us for a celebratory BBQ!

2

image1.png
GLEBE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION





